
    

 

 

 

Date: June 4, 2007 

 

Project Title: The Del Valle Project 

 Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. TR060665, Conditional Use Permit No. RCUPT200600014, Environmental No. 

RENVT200600014, Oak Tree Permit No. ROAKT200600007, Zone Change No ZC03-382 

 

Applicant: Del Valle Land Company, LLC 

 

The Los Angeles County Regional Planning Department has conducted an Initial Study for the subject project and has determined that 

an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is necessary.  The purpose of the EIR is to provide an evaluation of the physical changes to the 

environment and impacts that would result from the proposed project.  The County of Los Angeles will be the Lead Agency for the 

project and will be responsible for the EIR preparation. In order for the concerns of responsible and trustee agencies, adjacent 

jurisdictions, other public agencies, groups and individuals to be incorporated into the Draft EIR, we need to know your views and 

recommendations regarding the scope and content of the environmental information relevant to the proposed project.   

 

A Scoping Meeting will be held to solicit suggestions from the public as to the content of the EIR that is being prepared.  This meeting 

will be held at the Val Verde Community Center, Val Verde Community Regional Park 30300 West Arlington Road, Val 

Verde, CA 91384 (Tel:  661-257-4014) on June 20, 2007 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   A formal presentation will be made from 

6:00 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. regarding the environmental review process for the proposed project along with a description of the proposed 

project, after which public input will be taken regarding the environmental analyses and alternatives that the public believes should be 

incorporated into the environmental impact report. 

The proposed project is an application for a Tentative Tract Map for development of 111 detached single-family condominium units 

and associated infrastructure on one lot.  The proposed project site contains five active petroleum extraction sites that will remain.  

The project would be served by the Los Angeles County Waterworks District #36 and Sanitation District #32.  Project entitlements 

requested include an Oak Tree Permit for removal of about 27 oak trees, a Conditional Use Permit for development within a Hillside 

Management Area, and a Zone Change from A-2-1 to A-1-1.  The applicant is also requesting abandonment of all County easements 

for drainage purposes.  Hasley Canyon Road and Del Valle Road are offered for street dedication.  A storage water tank is proposed. 

 

A Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the EIR has been distributed requesting written comments regarding the scope and content of 

environmental analysis to be included in the EIR.  Written responses to the NOP can be provided at the June 20, 2007 scoping 

meeting, and can be sent to:  Rick Kuo, County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning, Impact Analysis Section, 320 West 

Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012-3225; Telephone: (213) 974-6461; Fax (213) 626-0434. Written comments on the NOP will 

be accepted by the County through July 3, 2007 at 5:00 p.m.   

 

Copies of the NOP are available for public review through July 3, 2007 on the Department of Regional Planning website 

http://planning.co.la.ca.us/case.htm as well as at the following libraries: 

 

                                                  County of Los Angeles                            Newhall Public Library                                               

                                                  Valencia Public Library                           22704 West 9
th

 Street 

                                                  23743 W. Valencia Blvd.                         Newhall, CA 91321 

                                                  Santa Clarita, CA 91355                      

 

                                                  Canyon Country Jo Anne Darcy Public Library 

                                                  18601 Soledad Canyon Road                

                                                  Canyon Country, CA 91351  

                                                  Culver City, CA 90230                         

 

Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning 

Scoping Meeting Notification 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL PLANNING 

 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION 

DATE: June 4, 2007  

PROJECT TITLE: Del Valle  

Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. TR060665; Conditional Use 

Permit No. CUPT200600014 for grading, hillside management; 

Environmental No. RENVT20060014; Oak Tree Permit No. 

ROAKT200600007 for removal of  about 27 oak trees.  

 

LEAD AGENCY:  Rick Kuo 

Los Angeles County 

    Department of Regional Planning 

Impact Analysis Section 

    320 West Temple Street, Room 1348 

    Los Angeles, California 90012 

    Tel: (213) 974-6461  Fax:  (213) 626-0434 

PROJECT APPLICANT: Del Valle Land Company, LLC  

    233 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 800 

    Santa Monica, CA 90401  

The County of Los Angeles is the lead agency and will prepare an Environmental Impact 

Report (EIR) for the project identified below. In compliance with Section 15082 of the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, the County of Los Angeles is 

sending this Notice of Preparation (NOP) to each responsible and federal agency, and 

interested parties involved in approving the project, and to trustee agencies responsible for 

natural resources affected by the project. Within 30 days after receiving the NOP, each 

agency shall provide the County of Los Angeles with specific written details about the scope 

and content of the environmental information related to that agency’s area of statutory 

responsibility.  The purpose of this NOP is to solicit the views of your agency as to the scope 

and content of the environmental information relevant to your agency’s statutory authority 

with respect to the proposed project. Your agency may need to use the EIR prepared by our 

agency when considering approval of applicable permits for the proposed project. 

The review period for the NOP will be from June 4 to July 3, 2007.  Due to the time limits 

mandated by State law, your response must be received by our office at the earliest date possible, 
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but not later than July 3, 2007.  Please direct all written comments to the above address.  In your 

written response, please include the name of a contact person in your agency. 

The County of Los Angeles is soliciting input based on your views and opinions concerning the 

scope of the EIR for the proposed project.  To facilitate your review, the following materials are 

attached:  

 Regional Location Map (Figure 1) 

 Local Vicinity Map (Figure 2) 

 Project Site Plan (Figure 3) 

 500-foot Radius Land Use Map (Figure 4) 

 Initial Study (Attachment A) 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The proposed project consists of the development of 111 detached condominium units, an internal 

roadway system (with adjacent equestrian and hiking trails), and associated landscaping on a 

134.2-acre parcel.  The proposed design would integrate a range of residence sizes that recognize 

the location and existing topography of the site and the surrounding land uses. The units would 

have access from their internal street networks connected to Del Valle Road (which runs through 

the middle of the site) and Hasley Canyon Road from the north. 

The project site contains five active petroleum extraction sites that would remain.  The proposed 

project would be served by the Los Angeles County Waterworks District #36 and Sanitation 

District #32.  Project entitlement requests include a zone change from A-2-2 to A-1-1 DP; a 

conditional use permit to address hillside management and development program regulations; and 

an oak tree permit to allow for the removal and encroachment of about 27 oak trees (including 

one Heritage Oak).  The project also proposes the realignment of master planned highways (Del 

Valle & Hasley Canyon) and the abandonment of certain County drainage easements.  The 

proposed project would include approximately 3.4 million cubic yards of earthwork balanced on-

site with grading encompassing all 134 acres.  A water storage tank for dedication to the Water 

District is also proposed on the site. The site plan for the proposed project is included in Figure 3. 

 

PROJECT LOCATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

The project site is located in an undeveloped portion of unincorporated Los Angeles County in 

the Santa Clarita Planning Area; the southern portion of the site is located in the community of 

Val Verde, the northern portion (east and west of Del Valle Road) is located in the Castaic 

community.  The site, which consists of approximately 134 acres, is located south of the Hasley 

Canyon Road/Del Valle Road intersection, and is east and west of Del Valle Road.  The City of 

Santa Clarita is located 1.5 miles to the southeast and the I-5 Golden State Freeway is located 

about 1.25 miles east of the project site.  Homes in the community of Val Verde are located about 

 mile southwest of the site.   
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The site is located in a developing area that contains residential, commercial, industrial and rural 

uses.  The site is bordered by Hasley Canyon Road to the north, vacant land to the west and south 

and industrial uses associated with the Valencia Commerce Center, currently under construction 

to the east.  Two residential projects are proposed on the vacant land to the immediate west 

(VTTM 066190 – 85 units) and south (VTTM 060257 – 233 homes, 50,000 square feet of 

commercial and recreational facilities and VTTM 062000 – 19 homes) of the site. An approved 

residential project with a golf course (VTTM 52584) is located immediately north of Hasley 

Canyon Road across from the site.  In addition to the Val Verde residential community located to 

the south, residential uses are also located approximately  mile to the east, about one mile to the 

north and about one mile to the northwest.  The Valencia Commerce Center and other 

commercial and industrial uses are located to the east.  Vacant lands are located further to the 

north and to the south.  Figure 1 shows the regional location.   The project vicinity is shown in 

Figure 2.  

 

Current Tract Map 

Current Land Use Designation: Hillside Management (HM), Floodway/Floodplain (W), 

Non-Urban (N2), and Industry (M) under the Santa 

Clarita Valley Plan.    

Current Zoning:  A-2-2 (Heavy Agricultural – Two Acre Minimum Size 

Lot Requirement)  

Proposed Tract Map  

General Plan Amendment: No change. 

Zone Change: A-1-1 (Light Agricultural – One Acre Minimum Size 

Lot Requirement) 

Conditional Use Permit:   For grading, and hillside development.   

Oak Tree Permit   For removal of 27 Oak trees. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES TO BE ANALYZED 

The County of Los Angeles, as the lead agency, has identified in the Initial Study (see 

Attachment A) that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) will be required.  A summary of the 

potential environmental impacts of the proposed project is presented in Table 1 below:  

 

TABLE 1 
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS OVERVIEW 

Checklist Issue Potential Significant Impacts/Issues for Analysis  

HAZARDS 

Geotechnical  Liquefaction and landslide hazards, hillside development 

Flood Portion of project site lies within designated waterway.  Tributary of Hasley 
Canyon runs through site.  Flood hazard. 

Fire Project site is located within Fire Zone 4.  Five petroleum extraction sites exist 
on the site and will remain. 

Noise Construction and operation of the proposed development would potentially 
increase ambient noise levels.   

RESOURCES 

Water Quality Construction (grading) can affect surface water quality of local streams and 
rivers; urban runoff 

Air Quality Construction and traffic from development would increase air pollutant 
emissions; approximately 3.4 million cubic yards of grading proposed  

Biota 3.4 million cubic yards of grading proposed on relatively undisturbed site.  Flora 

and fauna resource impacts; Heritage Oak Tree removal  

Cultural  Oak and tributary drainage course.  Potential archaeological sensitivity; Cultural 

Survey report will be developed 

Mineral Portion of the site located within the Hasley Canyon Oil Field 

Agricultural  No impact 

Visual Landform change from grading, site in close proximity to Hasley Canyon Trail 

SERVICES 

Traffic/Access Construction and operational impacts from additional 111 residential homes in 
area, possible cumulative traffic impacts 

Sewer Potential capacity issues for Sanitation District No. 32. 

Education Potential capacity issues for William S. Hart and Castaic Union School Districts. 

Fire/Sheriff Potential capacity issues for fire and sheriff’s stations 

Utility/Other Potential capacity issues (LA County Waterworks District #36); water supply 
assessment (SB610) required 

OTHER ISSUES 

General Change in road circulation could disrupt local communities.  

Environmental Safety Val Verde community located adjacent to site.  Site contains a portion of Hasley 
Canyon Oil Field. 

Land Use Hillside Management.  

Population/Recreation Proposed project may create a need for recreational facilities. 

Mandatory Findings Project has the potential to significantly affect traffic, biota, air quality, and water 

quality 
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Other Issues  

As proposed, 27 Oak trees would be removed from the site. The Preliminary Oak Tree Report
1
 

prepared for the proposed project indicated that one Heritage Oak Tree would be removed to 

allow project grading to occur.  An Oak tree replacement program is proposed and it consists of a 

minimum of two 15-gallon Oak specimens that measure at least 1” diameter on a multiple tree 

trunk.  The Heritage Oak tree shall be replaced with a minimum of ten (10) 15-gallon Oak 

specimens 

A portion of the site is located within the Hasley Canyon Oil Field.  Additionally, five petroleum 

extraction sites that exist on the site would remain under the proposed project.   

The EIR will discuss Green Building Concepts. 

 

                                                        
1   L. Newman  design Group, Del Valle Preliminary Oak Tree Report, January 16, 2006 



Project Location

Santa ClaritaSanta Clarita

Val VerdeVal Verde

���5

��126

��126

126

T
h
e
 O

ld

Del V
al le

C
h
iq

u
ito

 C
a
n
yo

n

R
id

g
e

H
asley Canyon

Parker

Lake Hughes
Castaic Lake State Rec AreaCastaic Lake State Rec Area

Castaic CreekCastaic Creek

!

Project Location

Santa Clarita

Simi Valley

Sylmar

���5

���405

���5

0 10.5

Miles

m

Source:  ESRI StreetMap USA, Sirius Environmental, 2007 Del Valle NOP

Figure 1.  Regional Location Map
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Figure 2.  Project Location Map
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ATTACHMENT A 

County of Los Angeles 
Department of Regional Planning 
Initial Study 
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